
*|*gaXpl A A*SS **;1Wl Sll 1ERlS ^g0105;lg"lEUEXhave long been involved in these
areas.) Schols were therefore tied to
research funded from sources other

Where W e S000tf0andV:V: w : ;<00 y:X;X,;y:|thanthe ones that most needed it:
state and local heath aOgencies. And

T he foilowngpi Is the executive osummayof te documOent yet, schools do not (and shuld not)
StrongSchools Strng1P9artners: A on Practe want to be im the position of assuming
Activities Of Schoo Of Public Health. Threport summa- a strictly service function, captive to
rizes some of t linkage, apa ildg and student state agency needs and losing their
pracca experience activities undertaken by schools of pub- postue of ind1ependence as a research
lie health between 1989 and 1995. From this executive sum- entity Many schools are, first and fore-

mar, a snapshot of some of the creative and mean In which most, research Institutions, and theo-
schools and publc health agencies are working ogethe can be viewed. The retical research in itself also fills a
information for this document was culled frm Trports;submitted by 26 vital public health function that few
schools of pbi heath In response to a purchase order min-ant from other institutions can Address. Coomp-
HRSA which asked each school to detail What it has done to Increase Its eating this was the fac that school
pratice activities. These reports, read together gv a pitr of the broad policies, built on the science research
range of practice activities, Of the problems and successes univeritis face mod did inot necess recognize
m Increasing their practice agendas, and of the status Of practIce experi- other areas of effort as worthy of
ences in schools of public health. Copies of the full report can be requested mer.
from the Association of Schools of Public Health in writing: 1660 L Street Clearly, something needed to be
NW, Suite 204, Washington, D.C., 20036, by phone: (202) 296-1099, or by done to accomodate the research pri-
email: info@asphorg. orities of academia, the need for a

well-trained public health workforce

STRONG SCH00LS health professionals, began looking and a public health practice infrastruc-
STRONGr PARXDTNERSC over their research agnda, reviewing ture that could support a vigorous pub-

Stheir curriculum, and wondering what lie health agenda.
Executive Summar could, and should, W done. Similarly,

the call for health care reform and the "W is important for schools ofpublk
'A compilation of the number of increasing evidence of an eroding pub- health to reinvent their practice
hours spent in the pratice setting lic health infrastructure raised new mission and make it relevant to the
or the number of requests made of questions in the practice community public health needs of the 1990s and
the school and its faculty [cannot] as federal agencies such as the Health beyond. This renewed interest in
adequately demonstrate the value of Resources and Services Administra- practice may change the public
the exchanges that take place tion (HRSA) and the Centers for Dis- health system as we know it."
between the schools and thepractice ease Control and Prevention (CDC), -University of Illinois at Chicago,
community. The stories that sur- and state and local health departments background reort
round these activities are more came to grips with the bhanging face of
informing." public health. Crystallizing the problem in the

-Uniersity of Pittsburgh, Because much of the research in IOM report gave both the government
final report schools of public health is conducted and the universities a starting .

on a grant and contracted fund basis Further research, as published in the
The release in 1988 of a report by from the federal government and pri- Public Health Faculty/Agency Forum

the Institute of Medicine entitled The vate foundations, typically schools report Linking Graduate Education
Future of Public Health effectively could find funding to support research and Practice, the PEW Health Profes-
shook the foundations of academic in basic science, but had greater diffi- sions Commission report and else-
public health. Faculty, criticized for culty in funding applied research in where, indicated there was much work
being "isolated from piblilc health community setting. (In comparnison ahea0d.
practice, and "unresponsive" to the with other health professional col- At the federal level, the Public
training and education needs of public leges, howev schools of public health Health Service, with its extensive

Association ofSchool ofPublc HXealth * 10L Street, Suite 204, Wash gtonDC92006
(202) 296-1099 * www.asph.org
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school's progress toward relevant
practice activities. Such an ambitious
agenda clearly shows that schools
need to be ready to open their doors to
new ideas, and to meeting the chal-
lenge of providing public health educa-
tion that is relevant to the real world.
Further, it is an endorsement that
schools have made great strides
already, and are poised to meet these
challenges.
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s often ment prwAding impetus for public
)ols for health development and advance-
provide ment. Improvesents inpublic health
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guide- ship base quired to effectively con-
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Every school of public health in the
country has already begun some form
of internal review in response to past
criticisms and the changing accredita-
tion requirements. In case after case,
schools have reviewed their entire cur-
ricula, adding input from adjunct and
clinical faculty practitioers to make
their courses more relevant, adding
courses to introduce topical public
health practice issues, and changing
MPH degree requirements to include
the option of a more practical focus.

Schools have added faculty tracks to
bring practitioners into academia, and
have allowed faculty pathways to
increase their practice activities with-
out compromising their promotion and
tenure possibilities.

Schools of pUDblic health are
increasingly supporting research cen-
ters and clinical programs with inter-
disciplinary teams of scientists, which
are changing the face of public health
delivery. In many cases where others
have failed to extend health care to

minorities, rural residents and oth-
ers underrepresented in the health
care system, schools ofpublic health
have joined with medical schools to
open clinics and, in some cases,
entire health systems. While deliver-
ing care to individuals, these institu-
tions also ofer e researc ases nec-

essary to train future public health
workers and to conduct studies to
advance the field of learning and solve
tomorrow's problems.

This report was written in part
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because of the present imperative for the
public to understand the scope and
importance of public health in light of the
changes being made in health care deliv-
ery and in the defining roles of govern-
ment. It is important for the public to see
the academic community as not just
serving the needs of an isolated group of
academic elite. Example after example
shows instances where schools are
working in the community, sometimes in
research centers or clinics, sometimes
guiding and supporting public health

agencies in their efforts to prevent dis- ture these are monumental tasks and
ease and promote public health. What- should not be faced with quick or easy
ever the need, they are, to a greater answers. It is hoped that, through
extent than ever before, involved. understanding what other schools have

Just as clearly, much work done and wl be doing, through sharing
remains. Putting mechanisms in place experiences and learning from mis-
to address a need is only one step takes, this document will stimulate dis-
toward meeting that need. Making edu- cussion among schools, the federal gov-
cation relevant to the real world, chan- ernment and public health practitioners
neling the resources of the best minds on how to work together to continue to
i academia to solve problems of public build a solid, abl public health sys*-
health delivery and the challenges of tem that wi serve the public we in the
building a solid public health infrastruc- next century
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